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‘Making a Murderer’ lawyer speaks at Xavier

Photo courtesy of northwestern.edu

Steven Drizin, front, and Laura Nirider, left, are representing Brendan Dassey, back, in his post-conviction trial.

BY KYLE TOOLEY
Sports Editor
Providing examples that
were depicted in the famed
1HWÁL[ GRFXVHULHV Making
a Murderer, Steven Drizin, a
PHPEHURI RQHRI WKHVXEMHFW·V
SRVWFRQYLFWLRQWHDPVSRNHWR
DJURXSRI ;DYLHUVWXGHQWVRQ
)ULGD\QLJKWDERXWWKHGDQJHUV
of false confessions in interro

gations. The event, “Brendan
'DVVH\ $ 7UXH 6WRU\ RI  )DOVH
&RQIHVVLRQµ ZDV SXW RQ E\
WKH;DYLHUFKDSWHURI WKH2KLR
,QQRFHQFH3URMHFW
'UL]LQDQG/DXUD1LULGHUKLV
partner in the Dassey case and
WKH FRGLUHFWRU RI  WKH &HQWHU
RI  :URQJIXO &RQYLFWLRQV RI 
<RXWK KDYH YLVLWHG YDULRXV
XQLYHUVLWLHVDFURVVWKH0LGZHVW

OHFWXULQJRQZKDWWRZDWFKRXW
IRU LQ LQWHUURJDWLRQV 7KRXJK
Dassey is their most notable
client, the two have represented
\RXWKDOORYHUWKHFRXQWU\ZKR
KDYHIRXQGWKHPVHOYHVLQVLPL
ODUVLWXDWLRQV
7KH OHFWXUH XVHG YLGHR RI 
'DVVH\·V LQWHUURJDWLRQ ZLWK GH
tectives Tom Fassbender and
0DUN :LHJHUW DQG VKRZHG WKH

GLIIHUHQW WDFWLFV WKH\ XVHG WR
PDNH 'DVVH\ ´VD\ ZKDW WKH\
wanted to hear,” according to
'UL]LQ 'UL]LQ WKHQ JDYH VWX
dents some pointers on how to
DFWLI WKH\ZHUHLQWKDWVLWXDWLRQ
noting that there are a few dead
giveaways to tell if someone is
O\LQJRUHYHQRYHUO\DQ[LRXVLQ
an interrogation.
Drizin, who is also the assis
tant dean of the Northwestern
3ULW]NHU 6FKRRO RI  /DZ·V
%OXKP /HJDO &OLQLF DQG
the former Legal Director
RI  WKH &HQWHU RI  :URQJIXO
&RQYLFWLRQV RI  <RXWK LV UHS
resenting Dassey in his ongo
ing case in Wisconsin.
Dassey, who was charged
ZLWK ÀUVWGHJUHH PXUGHU VHF
RQGGHJUHHVH[XDODVVDXOWDQGWKH
PXWLODWLRQ RI  D FRUSVH LQ $SULO
of 2007, was allegedly coerced
into confessing to the crime
GXULQJ WKH LQWHUURJDWLRQV LQ ODWH
)HEUXDU\RI 
'DVVH\ ZDV MXVW  \HDUV ROG
at the time of the interrogations
DQG VXIIHUV IURP D VHYHUH OHDUQ
ing disability, posting an IQ in the
low 70s.
,Q $XJXVW RI   86
0DJLVWUDWH-XGJH:LOOLDP'XIÀQ
RYHUWXUQHG 'DVVH\·V FRQYLFWLRQ
stating that his confession was

Senate splits on tampon project
After a divided senate vote, President Zeina Farhat
broke the tie by voting against the initiative
BY TAYLOR ZACHARY
Staff Writer
7KH 6WXGHQW *RYHUQPHQW
$VVRFLDWLRQ 6*$  3UHVLGHQW
=HLQD )DUKDW VWUXFN GRZQ WKH
)HPLQLQH +\JLHQH 3URGXFW
3URMHFW RQ 0RQGD\ DIWHU VHQD
WRUV IDLOHG WR UHDFK D WZRWKLUGV
RSSRVHGRUDIÀUPDWLYHPDMRULW\
The
Feminine
Hygiene
3URGXFW SURMHFW ZKLFK ZDV
VSHDUKHDGHG E\ VHQDWRU 6DPXHO
%XHWWQHU SODQQHG WR PDNH IUHH
IHPLQLQHK\JLHQHSURGXFWVDYDLO
DEOH IRU VWXGHQW XVH E\ HDUO\
0DUFK7KHSURMHFWVRXJKWWRXVH
donations from corporate spon
VRUV WR VXVWDLQ WKH GHPDQG DQG
LQYHQWRU\RI SURGXFWV
2Q WKH PRWLRQ WHQ VHQDWRUV
voted in favor, seven opposed
and three abstained.

$FFRUGLQJWRWKH6*$FRQVWL
WXWLRQ ZKHQ WKH VHQDWH LV GHDG
ORFNHGWKHH[HFXWLYHLVDOORZHGD
vote to split a tie. Both vice presi
dents split on the motion, leading
president Zeina Farhat to impart
WKHÀQDOZRUG
7KH H[HFXWLYHV³)DUKDW DQG
9LFH 3UHVLGHQWV (GXDUGR 3DWURQ
DQG 5\DQ )LW]JHUDOG³IHOW WKDW
SDVVLQJ WKH PRWLRQ ZRXOG KDYH
EHHQ LUUHVSRQVLEOH EHFDXVH RI 
WKHODFNRI OHJLVODWLYHVXSSRUW
´:H FDQ·W LJQRUH RXU VHQD
tors,” Farhat said. “There were a
ORWRI TXHVWLRQVIURPWKHVHQDWH
DVDZKROHDQGWKHH[HFXWLYHGLG
not feel comfortable moving for
ward with something that was so
contested.”
Following the decision, sena
WRU%XHWWQHUZDVYLVLEO\XQHDV\

´,W·VIUXVWUDWLQJ«,H[SHFWHGD
IHZ RSSRVLQJ YRWHV EXW , GLGQ·W
WKLQN LW·G EH SRVVLEOH IRU WKLV
SURMHFW WR EH UHMHFWHGµ VHQDWRU
6DP %XHWWQHU VDLG ´0\ ELJJHVW
concern was that I am a man
ZRUNLQJRQDZRPDQ·VSURMHFW«
EXWWRKDYHWKHQXPEHURI IHPDOH
senators that voted against me or
DEVWDLQHGLWVKRFNHGPHµ
2I  WKH VHYHQ GLVVHQWHUV WR
WKH SURMHFW WKUHH ZHUH IHPDOH
VHQDWRUV2I WKHWKUHHDEVWDLQHG
RQH ZDV D IHPDOH VHQDWRU 0RVW
female senators raised concerns
DERXW WKH VXVWDLQDELOLW\ RI  SUR
YLGLQJIUHHK\JLHQHSURGXFWV
Additionally, they agreed that
more data needs to be gathered
DERXW KRZ ZRPHQ DW ;DYLHU
PLJKWUHVSRQGWRWKLVSURMHFW
8SRQ KHDULQJ DERXW WKH

IDLOHGPRWLRQ*DOODJKHU6WXGHQW
&HQWHU 0DQDJHU &KULV 0DUVKDOO
VKDUHGZRUGVRI HQFRXUDJHPHQW
IRU%XHWWQHU
´,DPDELWVXUSULVHGDWWKHGH
FLVLRQEXW,·PKRSHIXOWKDW6DP
ZLOO NHHS SXVKLQJ WKLV IRUZDUGµ
0DUVKDOO VDLG ´$V KH ZLVKHV WR
FRQWLQXHGHYHORSLQJWKLVSURMHFW
ZH ZLOO VXSSRUW KLP LQ WKH EHVW
way possible.”
6LQFH 0RQGD\·V GHFLVLRQ
%XHWWQHUKDVEHHQLQWKHSURFHVV
RI UHDFKLQJRXWWRWKRVHZKRRS
posed the motion. He hopes that
intentional collaboration and in
WHQWLRQDOFRPPXQLFDWLRQZLOOHQ
KDQFHWKHSURMHFW
´,·PZLOOLQJWRGRZKDWHYHULW
WDNHVµ%XHWWQHUVDLG´,·PPRUH
GULYHQWKDQHYHUWRJHWWKLVSURM
ect done.”

´LQYROXQWDU\DQGXQFRQVWLWXWLRQ
ally coerced.” Exactly one month
ODWHU WKH 86 &RXUW RI  $SSHDOV
IRU WKH 6HYHQWK &LUFXLW EORFNHG
'DVVH\·V UHOHDVH E\ ÀOLQJ DQ
emergency appeal.
'UL]LQ WROG VWXGHQWV KH EH
lieves that Dassey had nothing
WRGRZLWKWKHPXUGHURI 7HUHVD
+DOEDFKWKH\HDUROGSKRWRJ
UDSKHU IRU $XWRWUDGHU 0DJD]LQH
ZKR ZDV NLOOHG RQ WKH 'DVVH\
IDPLO\·VSURSHUW\
7KH OHFWXUHV WKDW 'UL]LQ
JLYHVWRFROOHJHVWXGHQWVDUHDOO
DERXW HGXFDWLRQ DQG VKDULQJ
KLV LQVLJKW RQ KRZ SROLFH RIÀ
cers and detectives can coerce
confessions.
The examples he provided,
RXWVLGHRI 'DVVH\ZHUHRI UHJX
lar adolescents who wanted to es
FDSHWKHSUHVVXUHWKDWWKHSROLFH
were piling on them.
´,W ZDV GHÀQLWHO\ DQ LQWHU
HVWLQJ OHFWXUHµ VHQLRU 0LFKDHO
.DUSLQVNL VDLG ´+HDULQJ DERXW
false confessions and the legal
process behind those cases of
IHUHGDORWRI LQVLJKW,W·VVRPH
WKLQJ \RX GRQ·W WKLQN DERXW
WRR RIWHQ EXW LW FDQ KDSSHQ WR
anyone.”
Drizin expects a verdict on
WKH DSSHDO VRPHWLPH GXULQJ WKH
VXPPHU

What do you
think of the
Newswire?
Here’s your chance
to let us know. Fill
out this survey that
will help us report the
kind of news, sports
and entertainment
that you want.
<RXUVSHFLÀFDQVZHUV
ZLOOEHNHSWFRQÀdential but we will
use your aggregate
responses to produce the newspaper
YOU want to read.
So, please, take a
few minutes and
let us know your
thoughts at:
bit.ly/xaviernewswire-survey
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Ethics Bowl debates in Dallas
BY ELLEN SIEFKE

what Ethics Bowl meant. West ger warnings at a university. She in Dallas, though the members
Point was the one who won the explained that West Point’s stan- did not do much in the way of
The Xavier Ethics Bowl overall competition, so the fact dards were slightly stricter than touristic activities. Gerster menteam competed at the 21st that we were able to keep up with Xavier’s but still fairly permissive. tions that they spent almost all of
“[It was interesting] hear- Saturday, at least 10 hours, preparIntercollegiate
Ethics
Bowl them shows that we were a naing that come from West Point, ing the cases for the next day.
Competition Sunday in Dallas tionally competitive team.”
In particular, Gerster says that where their guidelines are obviThe competition ended the
along with 36 other schools.
Though the team failed to ad- discussing the trigger warnings ously stricter than here,” Gerster team’s 2016-2017 season. With
vance to the second round, mem- with the West Point team was re- said. “Seeing how the atmosphere Gerster as the only returning
bers counted the weekend as a warding because both teams had at each college factored into their member for next year. Those interested should contact her or
VXFFHVV DIWHU EHFRPLQJ WKH ÀUVW similar overall ideas but different ideas was cool.”
TXDOLÀFDWLRQV
IRU
ZKDW
FRQVWLBESL chair and adviser Dr. Adam
The
team
spent
the
entire
Xavier squad in seven years to
tuted
a
good
and
fair
use
of
trigKonopka for more information.
weekend,
Friday
through
Sunday,
qualify for the competition.
7KH ÀYHPHPEHU WHDP IDFHG
Tuffs University, West Point
College and University of Nevada
Las Vegas for a total of three
rounds. During each round, two
different cases are discussed, with
one team presenting the issue and
another team raising objections
and a panel of judges moderating
and scoring. Despite losing the
ÀUVWWZRURXQGVDQGW\LQJWKHÀQDO
round, sophomore captain Macey
Gerster thinks all members gained
valuable experience and grew as a
team.
“Without having the opportunity to talk about these issues with
other students from around the
United States, we would not have
been able to expand our ideas,”
Gerster said.
She said their overall favorite
round was against West Point, in
which the cases discussed dealt
with no-kill shelters and trigger
warnings at universities.
“The debate was so cordial,
and we were actually able to talk
about the issue,” Gerster said.
Photo courtesy of Adam Konopka.
“Each team was interested in
The Xavier Ethics Bowl team deliberates at the Intercollegiate Ethics Bowl Competition this past weekend. The team
hearing what the other team had debated with three other universities over a number of issues, including trigger warnings on university campuses.
to say, and it really encompassed
Head Copy Editor

&RXUDJHRXV&RQQHFWLRQVDÀUVWSHUVRQDFFRXQW
BY TREVER MCKENZIE

Copy Editor
You don’t talk about cultural
appropriation at the dinner table.
You don’t talk about it in line at
Coffee Emporium. You don’t
talk about it in your biology study
group. Where do you talk about it,
then? At the Center for Diversity
and Inclusion’s (CDI) Courageous
Conversations events.
Last year, I attended one of the
ÀUVW &RXUDJHRXV &RQYHUVDWLRQV
HYHQWVWKHÀUVWRI PDQ\WRFRPH
The purpose of the event was to
discuss topics that we were too
afraid to talk about in public. The
discussion concerned cultural
appropriation, which was very
timely, as the event occurred before Halloween last year. This
\HDU·V JRDO ZDV VSHFLÀFDOO\ WR GHÀQHZKDWFXOWXUDODSSURSULDWLRQLV
how it affects marginalized communities, how the phenomena

Society’s cage
upon women

Op-Ed, page 6

Guest writer Ese Obrimah
discusses why silence is a
curse for women around
the world.

manifests itself and how individuDOVFDQÀJKWDJDLQVWLW,QP\RSLQion, it did this very well.
:HVWDUWHGE\GHÀQLQJFXOWXUDO
appropriation. Immediately, my
KDQG ÁHZ XS ZLWK DQ DQVZHU LQ
mind.
“Cultural appropriation is
when you take elements from a
culture and use them out of their
cultural context,” I volunteered.
There was some agreement,
but others also offered differHQW GHÀQLWLRQV 0\ IDYRULWH ZDV
“stealing elements of a culture to
use for your own enjoyment.” I
felt that it truly captured what cultural appropriation is: the theft of
a culture.
We then went on to talk about
its effects on communities. Most
notably, we discussed was how it
trivializes the elements of a culture used for sacred and religious
traditions and rituals. The idea

of Native American headdresses
and costumes came up almost immediately, and the question of if
PLVXVLQJ WKHVH RXWÀWV ZDV VDFULlegious was discussed extensively.
We also addressed a recent incident in which four elementary students dressed up as a slave owner
and slaves — one white boy as the
slave owner and three black boys
as the slaves — which led to a discussion about how children and
cultural appropriation intersect
and whose responsibility its is to
prevent children from culturally
appropriating.
A memorable point for me
was when I saw a photo of Katy
Perry, my favorite artist, on the
wall behind the unspoken leaders of the discussion. It was a
still shot of her from her “Dark
Horse” music video, in which she
was decked out in stereotypical
Egyptian clothes and sporting a

The Boogie is
on the move

Sports, page 8

Staff writer Donnie Menke
writes about the NBA trade
deadline and the blockbuster Demarcus Cousins trade.

grill. I posed a question about the
possibility of appropriating an ancient culture that has been dead
for a long time, which led to yet
another engagin discussion.
The event approached the phenomenon of cultural appropriation from several angles, many of
which I hadn’t considered before.
Courageous Conversations is a
forum that encourages respectful,
organized and in-depth conversation about serious and sometimes
controversial topics that you don’t
get from a Facebook comment
section or your uncle’s political
Thanksgiving rants.
A platform to address controversial social topics in a respectful
way is extremely important these
days, and I have much pride in
knowing that Xavier takes the extra step to provide this forum for
students to discuss this issue and
other important ones like it.
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Music Series
excites

A&E, page 7

Staff writer Soondos MullaOssman covers Russian
ÁDPHQFRJXLWDULVW*ULVFKD
Goryachev’s show in GSC.
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Communities rally in response to hate crimes
Chyna Gibson was shot outside of a strip mall in New
2UOHDQV RQ )HE  :LWQHVVHV
stated they heard between eight
to 10 gunshots. Gibson is the
ÀIWK WUDQVJHQGHU ZRPHQ WR EH
NLOOHGLQ
“Trans women have been facing these high murder rates for a
very long time,” Kelsey O’Neil,
the assistant director at the Center
for Diversity and Inclusion who
LGHQWLÀHV DV TXHHU WUDQVPDVFXline, said. “However, I think with
current administration, talks of
rescinding protections for LGB
people, as well as bathroom bills,
which are a violation of trans
people’s rights, leads to law enforcement being more apathetic
WR UHDOO\ ÀQGLQJ WKH SHRSOH ZKR
are committing these crimes.”
“Safety is relative to the person. I feel safe when I am walking into the Center for Diversity
and Inclusion,” O’Neil said. “I
don’t necessarily feel safe when
I’m using the bathroom or a locker room or when I’m off campus
going to a restaurant. That’s alPhoto courtesy of npr.com
ways in the back of your mind.”
More than 100 tombstones were vandalized at the Jewish Mount Carmel Cemetery in Philadelphia.
On the weekend of Feb.
BY SAVIN MATTOZZI
percent increase in hate crimes, a  PRUH WKDQ  JUDYHVWRQHV
Staff Writer
WUHQGSROLFHRIÀFLDOVKDYHOLQNHG at a Jewish cemetery in a St.
The U.S. was struck by an- to ethnic bias and xenophobia Louis suburb were desecrated,
other wave of hate crimes in the that emerged from the 2016 elec- many toppled over. Sunday saw
the same kind of vandalism
past two weeks, some of which tion, according to Bloomberg.
Two transgender women of at another Jewish cemetery in
were deadly. These crimes come
as cities report record hikes in color were shot and killed on Feb. Philadelphia where around 100
hate crimes compared to the DQG)HE.HNH&ROOLHU tombstones were desecrated in a
was shot in the early morning of similar way.
same period last year.
“Gravestones are gravestones, it
The New York City Police Feb. 21 in Chicago’s Englewood
doesn’t matter the religion behind
Department has reported a 42 neighborhood.

them,” said Olivia Stackhouse, a
sophomore biology major who
is Jewish, said. “They are there to
celebrate the life that did happen. I
feel like as humans, we’re ignoring
that. With our president, unfortunately, he allows people to justify
their hate crimes... He validates
that it’s ok to do this.”
Muslim organizations have
been at the forefront of raising
money for the desecrated sites.
Two Muslim groups have
raised $131,000 to help restore
both of the desecrated cemeteries. Any money left over will be
saved for any future structures
that need repairing.
Another mosque arson occurred on Friday, this time in
Tampa, Fla. The entrance of the
PRVTXH VXVWDLQHG ÀUH GDPDJH
EXW WKH ÁDPHV ZHUH SXW RXW EHfore they caused any structural
damage.
“I feel disappointed that
people feel the need to intimidate people through violence,”
Tamara Mahmoud, a senior biology major and president of
Muslim Student Association
(MSA), said. “Yes, something bad
happened, but as a result, a lot of
good things have been happening. A lot of people stand with
one another during these times
of intimidation.”
The light atmosphere of
Austin’s Bar and Grill in Kansas
City, Mo. was shattered by gunÀUH DW  SP ODVW :HGQHVGD\
when the alleged shooter, Adam
3XULQWRQRSHQHGÀUH$FFRUGLQJ

   

Feb. 19, 12:26 a.m. – Xavier
Police and Cincinnati Fire reVSRQGHG WR D ÀUH DODUP DW
%URFNPDQ +DOO 2IÀFHUV ZHUH
unable to determine the source,
and the system was reset.

Feb. 21, 3:41 p.m. – Xavier
Police assisted Residence Life
with a room search in one of
the resident apartment complexes. A small amount of
drugs and drug paraphernalia
ZHUH FRQÀVFDWHG 5HVLGHQFH
Life will follow up.
Feb. 22, 2:08 p.m. –
Xavier Police and Cincinnati
Fire responded to McDonald
0HPRULDO /LEUDU\ IRU D ÀUH
alarm. Investigation revealed
that machinery overheated in
WKH EDVHPHQW OHYHO DQG ÀOOHG
the area with smoke, activating the alarm. Physical Plant
ZDV QRWLÀHG DQG WKH V\VWHP
was reset.

  





FJ cruisin’ and
verbally abusin’
Feb. 27, 12:23 a.m. – A
student reported he or she
was approached by an older
subject on the Residential
Mall who was possibly carrying a blanket or tarp and
began to talk and scream at
the student while he or she
continued to walk along the
Mall. The subject may have
been driving a gray four-door
vehicle, possibly a Toyota.
The area was searched, and
the subject was unable to be
located.

Feb. 22, 3:44 p.m. – Xavier
Police received a small amount
RI  PDULMXDQD ZKLFK ZDV FRQÀVcated by the Dean of Students.
Feb. 23, 12:47 p.m. – Cincinnati
Police observed and attempted to
stop a reckless driver on Dana
Avenue near Woodburn Avenue.
The driver refused to stop and
struck several pieces of property before coming to a stop on
Dana Avenue near Winding Way.
Cincinnati and Xavier Police responded and were able to take
the driver into custody. The
driver is currently and faces sevHUDOWUDIÀFUHODWHGFKDUJHV

Feb. 25, 2:15 a.m. – Xavier
Police checked on the well-being of an intoxicated student,
who had vomited on his or
herself in Fenwick Place. The
student was able to walk back
to his or her room and sleep it
off for the night. Physical Plant
ZDV QRWLÀHG WR FOHDQ XS WKH
vomit.
Feb. 25, 8:40 p.m. – Xavier
Police confiscated a bottle of
alcohol from a student during an event at Cintas Center.
The Dean of Students was
notified.

Feb. 26, 5:00 p.m. – A paFeb. 23, 4:23 p.m. – Xavier tron reported his or her walPolice investigated a report of let was lost during a basketa distressed caller who left a ball game at Cintas Center
message with an employee in and unusual charges were
the Gallagher Student Center. made on his or her credit
2IÀFHUV ZHUH XQDEOH WR ORFDWH card. Investigations revealed a
the source.
spouse had used the card, and
all was OK.

to witnesses, Purinton began
spurting racial slurs at Srinivas
Kuchibhotla and Alok Madasani,
two engineers originally from
India. Purinton was thought to
have left the bar to later return
with a gun. He shot both men
and a bystander who tried to subdue him. According to witnesses,
it is alleged that Purinton yelled
“get out of my country” prior to
RSHQLQJ ÀUH .XFKLEKRWOD ODWHU
died in hospital, while Madasani
and the bystander, Ian Grillot, are
currently recovering.
“Honestly, I was kind of expecting something like this to
happen sooner or later,” Akhil
Kavuri, a junior biology major of
Indian decent, said. “People are
just misinformed. They just create their own ideas... People who
have these prejudices now have
avenues to share the hate that
they have.”
Kavuri explains that it wasn’t
until this recent shooting in
Kansas City, that his parents became worried for him.
“Now that this news happened, they immediately texted
me and said ‘be careful,’” Kavuri
continued. “I had a discussion
with them before the election
about how things might not affect you now, but when your
son, if I go out there and I die,
because somebody makes an assumption about me, then it’s going to affect you... and I think
that’s the problem. If it doesn’t
affect you, then we don’t feel a
need to change things.”
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Write for us:

The Xavier Newswire is committed to publishing opposing viewpoints and opinions in hopes
of fostering dialogue on campus among
students, faculty and staff. The Newswire
accepts Letters to the Editor on a weekly
basis. Comments can be submitted online
during the week. Please contact us if you
have opinions and wish to write on a regular basis or a sense of humor and like to
draw. Find us online at xaviernewswire.com.

First Amendment to the United
States’ Constitution

Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment
of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or
abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the
right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition
the Government for a redress of grievances.
Newswire has made the decision to stray from the AP Style Guide
when printing the words White and Black in reference to groups of
people. We have decided to capitalize both.

A great professor of mine once said, “Life isn’t
much, but it’s the only thing to do.” This is an admittedly bleak conception of what it means to embrace
life, but it raises a critical point. Life is the only thing to
do, so while I am alive in each moment, I’d do well to
stop putting it off.
Many people grow up with a moderate amount of
struggles, either personal or circumstanced-related or
both. They get through that struggle and graduate high school. Some
go to college, others get a job right
away, but everyone eventually ends
up in the workforce. This happens
sometime in their twenties. While
going through this process, many
people meet someone, marry them
and have children. Some people do
this as soon as they get to college,
others in their forties, but eventually most end up with a spouse and
sometimes children. Other things
that may happen during this period
are the acquisition of a house or
living space.
- Max
Growing up with some difÀFXOW\JRLQJWRVFKRROXSWRDFHUWDLQSRLQWJHWWLQJ
PDUULHGRUÀQGLQJDSDUWQHUKDYLQJFKLOGUHQRUQRW
getting a house and working...that’s about it. There are
vacations, concerts, one night stands and that one time
you smoked weed spattered in there. There are drunken nights and crazy road trips. There’s the occasional
once-in-a-lifetime experience like skydiving or bungee
jumping. At the end of it all, there’s some version of
a family, a house, a job and a 401k. But throughout it
all, there’s a lot of stuff you put off. And as a result,
you never did it.
While you were in college, you told yourself that
you were going to learn Spanish. Every weekend, you
sat down on your couch, grabbed your Spanish language dictionary...and your roommate walked in asking to play video games. You told yourself, “Spanish
can wait until next weekend.” Now, you are 40 and still
only speak English.
While you were applying to colleges, your friend was
planning an epic two-year trip to Guatemala to teach

children English. He asked you to go, but you were
applying for colleges so you told him that Guatemala
could wait. You went to college and ended up getting
a sweet internship every summer that never let you
take a vacation longer than two weeks. Now, you are
70 and have never left the continental United States.
After you graduated college, your friend asked you
to be her roommate in Orlando for six months. You
didn’t have a job, but you couldn’t
ÀQG RQH LQ 2UODQGR LQ \RXU ÀHOG
and would rather have gotten experience, so you told her no. Now,
you have lived your whole life 15
blocks from your childhood home.
So many of us spend our time
doing what we think we’re supposed to do that we wait on the
things we want to do. We don’t
learn Spanish or we don’t go to
Guatemala, and we don’t start a
business or write a novel or go for
cross-country bike rides. We wait,
and then we end up never actually
doing.
Bruns
I am telling you now, as someone who often goes to the opposite extreme and continually risks any possibility for a steady and healthy
lifestyle for crazy and spontaneous opportunities, GO
)257+(01RWDOORI WKHPUHTXLUH\RXWRVLJQLÀcantly alter your course of life. If you want to learn
Spanish, throw your television away and get to learning. If you want to go to Guatemala, get those vacation days. If you
want to live in a different place, ask for
a transfer at work.
Don’t tell yourself
that there will always
be tomorrow for
any of these opportunities. You’ll tell
yourself the same
Maxwell Bruns is a junior
thing every day until English, HAB and philosophy triple
the door of oppor- major. He is the advertising manager
tunity closes.
for the Newswire from Cincinnati.

“You went to college
and ended up getting a
sweet internship every
summer that never let
you take a vacation
longer than two weeks.
Now, you are 70 and
have never left the continental United States.”

What eating disorders actually look like

Throughout my entire Xavier career I have spent a whopping total of 20 minutes in the dining hall. I sat
with a group of friends after class sipping a black coffee while I watched in awe as the people around me
nourished their bodies with everything from salads to French fries.
I don’t have social anxiety. I was never afraid of the hustle and bustle and crowds in the dining hall. I have
DQHDWLQJGLVRUGHUDQGWKHURRPIXOORI IRRGWKDW,NQHZ,FRXOGQRWDOORZP\VHOI WRHDWÀOOHGPHZLWKPRUH
anxiety than the sense of impending doom that one feels when class starts in seven minutes and you still
KDYHQ·WÀQLVKHG\RXUUHVHDUFKSDSHU7KHUHDUHDORWRI PLVFRQFHSWLRQVDERXWZKDWDQHDWLQJGLVRUGHUORRNV
like. I told myself for 10 years that I didn’t have a problem because I wasn’t falling out of a pair of size 00
jeans. The reality is that eating disorders affect people across all levels of intersectionality. The concept of a
thin waif striving to be beautiful is inaccurate and toxic.
,VKRZXSHYHU\GD\RI WKHVHPHVWHUDWP\QRQZDLÀVKVL]HLQWUHQG\RXWÀWVDQGEROGOLSVWLFNVFRQYH\LQJ
DVHQVHRI FRQÀGHQFHWKDWLVLQUHDOLW\HQWLUHO\IRUHLJQWRPH3HRSOHDVVXPHWKDWWKRVHZLWKHDWLQJGLVRUGHUV
are constantly hiding their bodies in baggy clothes and fainting on their way to class. I get dressed up to a T
not because I love myself and want to show that off, but in hopes that by dressing well, I can “distract” people
from the body that I loathe so much. I make jokes about going on “caffeine cleanses” while I sip on my third
diet energy drink of the day at 9:30 in the morning. Everyone laughs, and no one seems to realize that I am
not kidding. No one realizes that I get home to do homework in the evening and cannot concentrate because
I’ve been awake for 14 hours and haven’t consumed a morsel of food.
Let’s get this straight right now: Eating disorders are more than an immense desire to be thin. They are a
toxic combination of perfectionism and control and the misguided belief that one is an undeserving person.
Eating disorders are not diets gone wrong, and you can’t just decide to have an eating disorder. Eating disorders develop when nothing in life is going perfectly enough for your inner perfectionist, and you decide that
the only way to “take control” is to take control of your body. Some of us restrict down to levels of starvation, others exercise excesively, some eat like crazy then make themselves sick. Many people do a little bit of
everything. Eating disorders are often glamorized by the media, but there is nothing glamorous about starving
your body to the point that even though you may look healthy, your hair is thinning and your pixie cut has only
grown about an inch in almost a year because your body has no nutrients to
VSDUHRQVXSHUÁXRXVWKLQJVOLNH\RXUKDLU
Why am I bringing this up? This week is National Eating Disorder Awareness
Week. Why do I care? Because like a lot more people than you think, I have an
eating disorder. I am currently on medical leave seeking treatment 70 hours a
week in town and asked the editors to let me write this piece even though I am
not currently taking classes. Why? Because as someone who has struggled for
years with the concept of “I am not sick enough because I don’t look the way
that someone with an eating disorder is supposed to look,” I just need to put it
out there that there is no “right way” to have an eating disorder.
Anna Shapiro is a junior
Eating disorders are mental illnesses, just like depression and anxiety, and
it’s time that we start treating them as such instead of putting them on pedes- English major and is a guest writer
for the Newswire from Cincinnati.
tals as excellent examples of willpower and the strive for beauty.
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Women’s Appreciation Month begins
Trapped in a cage of silence

“She has a nice a!$, but her face
ruins it.” “You would make a good
wife, but my kids can’t be skinny.”
“It’s Adam and Eve, not Eve
and Adam.” I usually stay silent
when I hear these things. Some
days I don’t speak up because
I’m scared of being the only one
who sees the problem. Some days
it’s because I don’t want to play
into the stereotype of the angry
Black woman. Some days I’m too
EDIÁHG E\ WKH IDFW WKDW VRPHRQH
felt entitled enough to give their
unsolicited judgment on my ability to be their ideal child bearer.
Some days it’s because I’m tired.
Most days, however, I don’t speak
because I’ve been socialized not
to. I have been taught that everything from microaggressions to
sexual assault should be tolerated,
endured and forgiven.
Silence is not consent, it is the
enemy. It is the cage that keeps
many women trapped in a world
where equal rights, healthcare and
respect are always out of reach,
no matter how many milestones

we reach, glass ceilings we shatter
or cages we break out of. Writer
Zora Neale Hurston said, “If you
are silent about your pain, they’ll
kill you and say you enjoyed it.”
And that is the truth that women
all over the world have to battle.
This
Women’s
Herstory
Month, and for the rest of my
life, I’ve decided that I will not be
silent. I have decided to walk in
the footsteps of Winnie Mandela,
Margaret
Ekpo,
Funmilayo
Ransome Kuti, Audre Lorde, Ella
Baker and countless more women
who refused to endure pain and
oppression in silence and decided
to demand everything that was
rightfully theirs.
I will speak about genderbased violence, women’s reproductive health, sexism in the
classroom, equal pay, religion’s
role in propagating inequality and
on why a catcall is not a compliment. I will speak for the women
who cannot due to how social,
cultural, economic and political
systems intersect to keep them in

cages thicker than mine. If you
hear me and immediately label
me as an angry Black woman,
\RX QHHG WR UHÁHFW RQ ZK\ \RX
have been socialized to view me
standing up for myself as negative and why you have racialized
that thought. Will I get tired?
Probably. But, I will stand on the
shoulders of the women who
came before me and shout. You
can warn me. You can give me
your explanation. Nevertheless, I
will persist.

Eseoghene Obrimah is a junior marketing major and guest writer for the
Newswire from Lagos, Nigeria.

Dear Black women, an apology and a love letter
Dear Beloved,
I’m sorry. I’m sorry I stress you.
I’m sorry you’ve always felt the need
to put me and my needs ahead of
yourself. I’m sorry I’ve never come
to recognize that. You were always
there to tend to my wounds, to pick
me up, to dust me off and tell me
you love me and I can do anything.
I’m sorry I never afforded you the
same treatment. I’m sorry you had
to lay down your dreams for me.
I’m sorry I never encouraged you
to pick them back up.
I love you. I love you for loving
me. I love you for teaching me how
to love. I love you for all of those
late nights spent teaching me how
to read. I love you for each shift
you picked up in order for me to
have lunch money. I love you for all
RI WKHVDFULÀFHV\RXPDGHWKDW,·P
not aware of. I love you because
you saved me even when I didn’t
deserve it. I love you because you
ÀUVWORYHGPH
Beloved, I’m sorry. I’m sorry
you felt that you alone had to be
strong. I’m sorry I couldn’t be
strong with you. I’m sorry that
you took all the punishment and
I took all of the credit. I’m sorry
that you had to be broken to build
me. I’m sorry I wasn’t appreciative.
I’m beginning to recognize all of
the things that you’ve done for me,

all of the times that you stood
up for us both when I was too
afraid to help myself. I’m sorry
it took me so long to realize this.
,·PVRUU\,VHOÀVKO\WRRNDGYDQtage of that.
I love you. I love you even
though I’m reluctant to show
it. I love you for all the times
you’ve saved me from myself.
All of the times you’ve fed me
when I was hungry, the times
you cared for me when I was
sick and the times I was lost
but you made a way. I love you
because you showed me what
friendship is. I love you because
you never asked me to be different than what I am but you
pushed me to be a better version
of myself.
Beloved, I’m sorry I hurt you.
I’m sorry I cursed your ebony
skin. I’m sorry I criticized your
full lips and the sway of your
hips. I’m sorry I scorned your
tongue as it told me what I refused to hear. I’m sorry I praised
these same qualities in the women who killed Emmett Till. I’m
sorry I made you feel as if you
were less than, that you weren’t
beautiful, that you weren’t magical. I’m sorry I claimed you were
just pretty for a Black girl, as if
Black girls aren’t the reason for

sunshine. I’m sorry I made you question
your intelligence, your exceptionalism or
your power. I’m sorry you no longer feel
that you can trust me.
I love you. I want you to love me. I
want to earn your trust again. I want to
break down the barriers that I forced you
to put up. I want to melt away the iceberg
around your heart. I want you to let me
in. I want that intimacy we used to have.
I know that my words mean nothing at
this point, but I love you. It’s been a while
since we’ve talked, but I miss you. I want
you to come back to me. I cannot give any
legitimate reasons why you should. After
all the things I’ve done to you, I wouldn’t
speak to me again, but I’m asking for
forgiveness.

Jeremiah Pennebaker is a senior
Philosophy, Politics and the Public major
and staff writer for the Newswire from
Columbus, Ohio.

What does feminism
mean to you?
Confession time: I normally avoid talking about feminism altogether. Not because I think it’s bullsh*t, not because I don’t
believe it has its merits, not because I think it’s unimportant.
Rather, I avoid discussing feminism because I am a coward.
I am a coward because I avoid controversy and confrontation.
I am a coward because I tend to let things go instead of speaking
out when I think something is wrong. I am a coward because I
let people walk all over me, even when it hurts me deeply in the
process.
I like to think of myself as a strong independent woman who
don’t need no man, but am I really? That’s hard to say. In some
ways, I embody the “strong woman” type. I take pride in being independent and resilient, in being rational and level-headed,
in being quick-thinking and decisive. I like to think of myself
as someone who is able to look life straight in the face, accept
whatever punches may come, take them and not let them deter
me from my goals.
But see what I just did there? I used the words “accept” and
“take.” When life throws a mean left hook at me, I take it. I let
life punch me straight in the face, brass knuckles and all, and I
get back up, wipe the blood off my cheek, pick up any remnants
of broken teeth and keep marching onward.
When I’m at a concert, I accept that at some point, a sleazy,
single guy is going to feel me up. Not because I want it to happen, but because I see the reality of the situation. I cannot, realistically, prevent someone from attempting to feel me up not
without causing a small ruckus. That’s going to happen. At least,
that’s what I tell myself, and it’s better just to deal with it quietly
so as not to disrupt others’ enjoyment of the music or let it ruin
my own experience.
As I said, I’m a coward. I’m not an activist, nor am I a confronter. I don’t take preventative measures; I look at what happens and accept things as they are. You might say that I am the
worst kind of bystander, that I might as well be no better than the
asshole who thinks it’s OK to feel up girls in a crowd. Personally,
I prefer the term “coward,” but take your pick.
But what if I didn’t have to take those punches? What if those
SXQFKHVFRXOGEHSUHYHQWHGLQWKHÀUVWSODFH":KDWLI ,FRXOGJR
to a concert and not think about being felt up? What if I could
go to a concert and not feel suspicious about every lone wolf in
the crowd?
So perhaps the reason that I don’t talk about feminism is less
about my being a coward and more about my sense of what
feminism is. Because to me, feminism is about basic human decency. Feminism is about being a good person, about showing
respect toward others. Feminism is about following those lessons
you learned in kindergarten — listen when someone else talks,
be nice to everyone, share — all those basic necessities that we
somehow never seem to fully grasp.
So maybe I don’t talk about feminism a lot. Maybe I’m just
another straight White chick from the suburbs who doesn’t know
jack about life and has no right to
even pen this column. Maybe I’m
a coward who hides behind a piece
of paper and a pencil and writes
instead of acting. Maybe that’s
all true. But what I can tell you is
that I am a human being, and as
a human being, I deserve a certain level of respect and decency,
and I have the responsibility to
show that same level of decency
Ellen Siefke is a sophomore
and respect to everyone else. And
that is what is so important about Spanish major and the head copy
feminism to me — it’s not just for editor for the Newswire from
Mount Prospect, Ill.
women, it’s for everyone.
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Boogie trade dominates deadline deals
BY DONNIE MENKE

Staff Writer
The NBA trade deadline was
Thursday, and it came and went
without many notable deals.
However, one controversial trade
among others emerged with
the supposed “robbery” of the
Sacramento Kings by the New
Orleans Pelicans.
The Pelicans acquired DeMarcus
“Boogie” Cousins, whom many
consider one of, if not the, best
center in the NBA. They also
acquired forward Omri Casspi
in exchange for forward Tyreke
Evans, who had previously played
for the Kings from 2009-2013
before leaving in free agency, and
guards Buddy Hield and Langston
Galloway in addition to a top-3
SURWHFWHG ÀUVW URXQG SLFN DQG D
second round pick, both in this
year’s draft. The rookie Hield
is looked at as the key cog for
Sacramento in this trade.
Another big storyline of the
deadline was the trading, or lack
thereof, of the Boston Celtics.
The Celtics own the most assets
of any team in the league with
VHYHQÀUVWURXQGSLFNVLQWKHQH[W
four drafts, including the potential number one pick in this June’s
draft, despite being in second
place in the Eastern Conference.
This is due to the Celtics owning the right to swap picks with
the Brooklyn Nets, who have the

Photo courtesy of espn.com

DeMarcus Cousins (center) joins All-Star Anthony Davis in New Orleans, hoping to propel the Pelicans into the playoffs.

worst record in the league. The
Celtics also own numerous teamfriendly contracts that could help
teams get under the salary cap.
So, why didn’t they make a
move? Boston had long been
linked to Chicago Bulls guard
Jimmy Butler and Indiana Pacers
forward Paul George, but the rumored asking prices for both were
very steep. Both teams reportedly
wanted the right to swap picks
with the Nets and three established rotation players.
The Celtics are currently
known for their incredible chem-

istry and trading important pieces
of the rotation could tarnish that.
There were multiple deals that
took place on deadline day. The
ÀUVW DQG SRVVLEO\ PRVW RXW RI 
the blue, was a trade between the
Dallas Mavericks and Philadelphia
76ers. The Mavericks traded
center Andrew Bogut, forward
Justin Anderson and a top-18
SURWHFWHGÀUVWURXQGSLFNWRWKH
76ers for big man Nerlens Noel.
Noel was long rumored to have
been on the trade block, as had
Bogut, but neither team was reported to be in trade discussions

sophomore Caroline Gaertner
and freshman Emily Conners,
broke the school record with a
time of 1:41.27.
On day two of the championships, Conners broke another
school record in the 50 free with
a 23.02 mark in the preliminary
KHDWV6KHÀQLVKHGWKLUGRYHUDOOLQ
the event, with fellow Musketeers
*DHUWQHUDQG'UHZÀQLVKLQJMXVW
behind her.
The third school record to fall
during the meet was the 200 free
relay, with Conners, Gaertner,
Drew and freshman Abigail
Garner placing second with a
time of 1:31.94.
On the third day of the meet,
*DHUWQHUZRQWKHÁ\ZLWKD
time of 53.72, besting the school
record. Gaertner also set a school
record in the 100 back, posting a
54.43 mark for second place. The
relay team of freshman Ali Fort,
Titterton, Gaertner and Conners
ended the day with a school record time in the 400 medley reOD\ ÀQLVKLQJ WKLUG ZLWK D WLPH
of 3:47.01 The women wrapped
XS WKH FKDPSLRQVKLSV ZLWK D Ànal score of 498 points, good
enough for fourth overall in the
meet.
The men’s team was unsuccessful in defending its title but
still had a strong meet overDOO 2Q WKH ÀUVW GD\ LW SXW XS D
IRXUWKSODFHÀQLVKLQWKHIUHH
relay, with the team of junior
Alex Wolfred, sophomores Sam
Johanns and Enrique Hernandez
and freshman Brandon Abbout

posting a time of 6:41.6.
The Musketeers claimed the
top spot and set a new school record in the 200 medley relay, with
Johanns, sophomore Matthew
Dyer, graduate student Knox
+LWW DQG VHQLRU 7RQ\ 0LOOHU ÀQishing with a time of 1:28.89
Day two of the meet began
with Wolfred setting a school record in the 500 free with a time
RI   +LWW DOVR ÀQLVKHG
third overall in the 50 free, posting a time of 20.6.
The day ended with Xavier
claiming third place in the 200
medley, with junior Robert
Snader,
Miller,
sophomore
%ORRPÀHOG+LOOVDQG+LWWÀQLVKing with a time of 1:21.98
On day three of the
Championships, Hitt won the
Á\KLVVHFRQG%LJ(DVWZLQ
in the event. He won with a time
of 47.65, beating his own school
record. Dyer won the 100 breast,
beating the other swimmers with
a school record time of 54.91.
Johanns also led all Musketeers
LQDWRSWKUHHÀQLVKZLWKDWLPH
of 49.24, narrowly beating sophomores Nathan Runyon and
David Bunnell. The day ended
with another Xavier school record, with Runyon, Dyer, Hitt
and Johanns claiming the Big
East title in the 400 medley relay
with a time of 3:16.25.
Both teams look to improve
next season, with the men hoping to reclaim the top spot in
the Big East while the women
ORRNWREXLOGRQDVWURQJÀQLVK

with the other prior to the deal.
Noel adds youth to a team that
has been trying to get younger,
while Anderson looks be a key
role player on a team that needed
better wing play.
The Toronto Raptors, who
currently sit fourth in the East,
made a deadline deal to acquire
the Suns’ P.J. Tucker for Jared
Sullinger and two second-round
picks. Tucker strengthens the
Raptors bench depth after they
sent forward Terrence Ross to
the Magic in a separate deal that
brought forward Serge Ibaka,

who provides an upgrade on defense, to Toronto.
The Houston Rockets also
made a deal to boost their bench,
trading for Lakers guard Lou
Williams. The gain of Williams
gave the Rockets the two highest bench scorers in the NBA,
as guard Eric Gordon is the only
player ahead of Williams in bench
scoring.
Many Oklahoma City Thunder
fans got what they wanted when
the Thunder landed a three-point
shooter in Doug McDermott and
a low-post presence in Taj Gibson
from a deal with the Chicago
Bulls. Chicago also sent a secondround pick to the Thunder. The
Thunder sent second year guard
Cameron Payne, shooting guard
Anthony Morrow and center
Joffrey Lauvergne to the Bulls.
Although this trade deadline
was rather dull overall, it featured one of the biggest midseason trades ever in the DeMarcus
Cousins. Cousins is averaging a
career high in points, rebounds
and assists per game and player
HIÀFLHQF\UDWLQJ7KHGHDGOLQHZDV
ÀOOHG ZLWK VSHFXODWLRQ WKDW QHYHU
came to fruition, but many contenders made trades that needed
to be made. So, while very few
WUDGHV ZHUH ÁDVK\ PDQ\ ZHUH
necessary, and it should make for
DPRUHLQWHUHVWLQJÀQDOVWUHWFKRI 
the NBA season.

Swim shines at Big East Championships School records fall at
BY JACK DUNN

Staff Writer
The Xavier men and womHQ·V VZLP WHDPV ÀQLVKHG WKLUG
and fourth, respectively, in the
Big East Championships at the
Nassau County Aquatic Center
in Long Island last week, winning seven events and setting 17
school records.
The women’s team was returning a strong core group from
its third place team from last
year. On opening night, the 800
free relay consisting of sophomore Katie Kerr, senior Taylor
Jach, freshman Emily Saugstad
and junior Paxtyn Drew posted
the second fastest time in proJUDPKLVWRU\ÀQLVKLQJWKLUGZLWK
a time of 7:30.39. For the second
event of the day, the 200 medley
relay team, made up of Drew,
sophomore Becca Titterton,

Photo courtesy of goxavier.com

7KHPHQÀQLVKHGWKLUGLQ/RQJ,VODQG

at Big East track meet
BY ISABEL SMITH
Staff Writer

a school record. Senior Grant
Parelli, junior Nolan Daniels,
sophomore Chris Taylor and senior Dimitrious Dimitroff also
SRVWHG WRS ÀQLVKHV 3DUHOOL·V
time of 4:11.17 in the one-mile
run set a school record.
The men placed sixth overall
with 74 points.
The women’s team had eight
WRS ÀQLVKHV 6RSKRPRUH
Kara Robinson placed third in
the 60-meter hurdles, setting a
school record with a time of
8.84. Junior Karmen Auble set
D VFKRRO UHFRUG ZLWK KHU ÀIWK
SODFH ÀQLVK LQ WKH SHQWDWKORQ
with 2,907 points. Senior Brenna
McGrath, Robinson, freshman
Sheridan Davenport and senior
Sydney Larkin earned their place
in the Xavier record books for
the 4x400 with a time of 3:55.17.
Senior Victoria Chiller established
a school record in the 800-meter
run with 2.14.04.
7KHZRPHQÀQLVKHGHLJKWKLQ

Xavier concluded its indoor track
season at the 2017 Big East Indoor
Track and Field Championships
on Saturday. Prior to the meet, the
Musketeers were looking forward
to the championships and ready to
perform.
Earlier in the week, senior Josh
Phelan shared his anticipation and
determination.
“We’ve broken 15 school records this indoor season and
at least one every single meet
we have gone to,” Phelan said.
“We are hoping to continue that
trend.”
On the women’s side, junior
Karmen Auble was also looking
forward to competing.
“Our team looks great going into
this conference meet,” Auble said.
“Everyone has an awesome mindset, and big things are to come.”
The Musketeers did not disappoint. The team set seven school
records throughout the course of
the meet.
Senior Russell Platt earned
his rightful place on the podium.
Platt won both the 60-meter and
200-meter dashes and placed second in the high jump. He was the
Men’s High Point Performer of
the Meet, contributing 28 points.
Junior Zachary Polk won the
long jump, placed third in the
PHWHUGDVKDQGSODFHGÀIWKLQ
the 200-meter dash. Polk’s long
Photo courtesy of goxavier.com
jump distance of 7.29 established Polk (left) celebrates with Platt (right).
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‘Complete Works’ receives mixed reviews

Photo courtesy of Mikki Schaffner

Senior Eric Minion (left), senior Alex Roberts (center) and junior Sara Ringenbach (right) perform 37 plays in 97 minutes in The Complete Works of William Shakespeare (Abridged) [Revised].

BY HANNAH PAIGE MICHELS came off as boisterously juvenile.

Head Photo Editor
Last week, Xavier Theatre hosted a second round of Shakespeare
performances with The Complete
Works of William Shakespeare
(Abridged) [Revised]. While the leadup to the comical show seemed
promising, the play ultimately fell
ÁDW0RVWDXGLHQFHPHPEHUVZHUH
cackling throughout the perforPDQFH LQ D VHD RI  ODXJKWHU , RQ
the other hand, was desperately
WU\LQJWRÀQGKXPRULQDVKRZWKDW

Knowing Xavier Theatre to put
on rather intense performances
that demand a lot from its actors,
, H[SHFWHG WKH FKRLFH LQ FRPHG\
to be more clever and witty.
The ensemble of actors included Alex Roberts, Eric Minion
and Sara Ringenbach. The performances, fortunately, made up
for some of the childish comedy.
The introduction to the show
with Minion was charming and
clever, and planting Roberts with-

in the audience was handled well.
5LQJHQEDFKWUXO\ÁLSSHGDVZLWFK
and embodied her characters well
on stage.
, DSSUHFLDWHG WKH ORFDO
Cincinnati and Xavier references
to make the performance feel
unique to the audience. The audience participation (and, well,
embarrassment) was novel but
fun enough. Ultimately, the actors
did the best they could with what
lousy writing the play provided
them.

All in all, the show felt like a
waste of its actors. Throughout
WKH VKRZ , NHSW ZRQGHULQJ -XVW
how has this show been the longest-running comedy in London?
$QG PD\EH , VKRXOG KDYH UHDG
some more Shakespeare because
this just felt like a game of dressup. Absurd costumes, random
props and having Minion’s character continually vomit in the laps
of audience members was obnoxious from the moment it started
and only became more frustrating

to watch each time it repeated.
This being said, this performance does not do Xavier Theatre
MXVWLFH,KDYHVHHQPDQ\LPSUHVsive performances from the program, but Complete Works is not
RQHRI WKHP,GRORRNIRUZDUGWR
more performances from Xavier
Theatre, but perhaps the program
should be more wary when choosing to perform a comedy.

BY KEVIN THOMAS

of Macbeth. They carefully avoided
saying the name due to the curse
that comes with saying it in a theDWHUWKRXJK,VWLOOKDYHQRLGHDLI 
WKH\DFWXDOO\GLGVD\LW,QWKHLUYHUsion, the characters all spoke with
completely unintelligible Scottish
accents while playing golf.
Minion was excellent, though
he could be a little much at times.
For some reason, his character
vomited dozens of times throughout the show on characters in the
DXGLHQFH,WZDVQ·WWKDWIXQQ\RI D
gag, though it did make me giggle

a few times when he pretended to
vomit mainly in the lap of his girlfriend’s mother, who was in the
audience, though the giggles arose
only because of her being in the
audience.
Roberts did a phenomenal job
WKURXJKRXWWKHVKRZDQG,HVSHFLDOO\ORYHGKHUÁLUWLQJZLWKDSHUVRQVHDWHGLQWKHFURZG,IRXQGLW
to be a delightful addition to the
VKRZ,WKRXJKWWKDWKHUDWWHPSWV
to stall at the beginning of the second act were very funny and that
her magic trick was impressive.

$VIRUWKHÀQDOPHPEHURI WKH
trio, Ringenbach did an incredible
job and was probably my favorite
in the show for her running away
from the entire show at the end of
WKHÀUVWDFW
The second act, which was
spent entirely on Hamlet, was especially hilarious. Complete Works,
which opened the weekend after
Hamlet closed, had perfect timing.
$OWKRXJK , GLGQ·W VHH Hamlet, it
was clear that the trio did and redid it beautifully.
´,W ZDV UHDOO\ IXQQ\µ VHQLRU

Katie Mitchell, who played the titular role in Hamlet a week before,
said. “There were a couple really
small moments that almost looked
OLNH WKDW·V QRW RQO\ +DPOHW EXW
WKDW·V D PDQQHULVP , KDYH ZKLFK
,VWLOOGRQ·WNQRZLI LWZRXOGEHRQ
SXUSRVHEXW,IRXQGLWUHDOO\UHDOO\IXQQ\,ORYHGLWµ
All’s well that ends well, and
Complete Works GHÀQLWHO\ GLG HQG
well.

Staff Writer
The Complete Works of William
Shakespeare (Abridged) [Revised] was
RQHRI WKHIXQQLHVWVKRZVWKDW,
KDYH HYHU VHHQ ,W ZDV DEVROXWHO\
hilarious, and having a cast of only
three members who played about
a dozen characters each made it so
much better. Alex Roberts, Eric
Minion and Sara Ringenbach all
did incredible jobs in their many
roles.
Without a doubt, my favorite
part of the show was their version
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Music Series’ Grisha Goryachev enchants
BY SOONDOS MULA-OSSMAN VRXQGDPSOLÀHU

Staff Writer
Music Series coordinator
Dr. Polina Bespalko had the
pleasure of introducing Xavier
University’s latest performer
in the Music Series. Guitarist
Grisha Goryachev, like Bespalko,
is a Russian native. Bespalko deVFULEHG KLV PXVLF DV ´ÀHU\µ DQG
DQDSSURSULDWHÀQDOHWRWKHJXLWDU
series of the overarching music
sequence.
Goryachev is renowned for
musical prowess in classical and
ÁDPHQFRVW\OHV+HVHHNVWRUHYLYH
WKH G\LQJ WUDGLWLRQ RI  VROR ÁDmenco guitar in concert settings.
When Goryachev strode onto
the stage, he held his warm-woodHG ÁDPHQFR JXLWDU DQG GUHVVHG
VLPSO\+HOHWKLVJXLWDUVSHDNEHfore he did. A piano stool was the
only thing that sat in the center of
the stage. There was no sheet music, no stand, no microphone nor

7KH ÀUVW KDOI  FRQVLVWHG RI 
WUDGLWLRQDO ÁDPHQFR IHDWXUing legendary composers such
as Sabicas, Mario Escudero and
Ernesto Lecuona, arranged by
Paco de Lucia. A fan favorite was
6DELFD·V´&RQ*DUER\6DOHURµ,Q
between quick plucks and rapid
IRXUÀQJHUHG FKRUGV *RU\DFKHY
weaved an energetic tune that captivated everyone.
To create percussion, the guitarist tapped his foot against the
VWDJHÁRRUDQGUDSSHGKLVÀQJHUV
against the wood of his guitar,
suddenly embodying the equivalent of a one-man band.
xaviernewswire.com
Goryachev received a standing
RYDWLRQ XSRQ ÀQLVKLQJ DQG UHceived a second standing ovation
after his encore.The guitarist successfully managed to transport his
audience to the streets of Spain in
Photos courtesy of eventsfy.com
merely an hour, an experience his
Featured in Xavier’s Music Series, renowned guitarist Grisha Goryachev played at the Gallagher Theater on Sunday.
listeners will not forget.
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The casts of Moonlight and La La Land shared the Oscar stage because of an envelope mixup. Jordan Horowitz, the producer of La La Land, announced the true winner of the award.

MOONLIGHT

VS

BY SAM MARTINI
Staff Writer

This past Sunday marked the 89th Academy
Awards. The magical night honored the best of
the best in the movie industry. Hosted by Jimmy
Kimmel, the night started fantastically, with many a
Matt Damon and Mel Gibson jokes. Kimmel entertained as the host, while using his traditional brand
of comedy to bring light to the dark of this past year
as well as celebrate the movie industry as a whole.
The majority of the Oscars went to La La Land,
which came away with six awards including Best
Leading Actress, Best Director and Best Original
Song, and Moonlight, with three awards including
Best Picture, Best Supporting Actor and Best Adapted
Screenplay. Other notable wins include Zootopia for

LA LA LAND

FOR

Best Animated Film and Manchester by the Sea for Best
Leading Actor and Best Original Screenplay.
One of the most controversial occurrences of the
night was the announcement for Best Picture. Faye
Dunaway and Warren Beatty were set to announce the
winner for Best Picture, in celebration of the 50th anniversary of their Oscar-winning film Bonnie and Clyde.
Everything was fine until the envelope was opened.
Beatty looked at the result as if confused and passed it
to Dunaway who announced the winner as La La Land.
The cast and crew of La La Land stormed the
stage, and all seemed good. In the midst of a few of the
speeches, Kimmel and a few others took the stage and
a commotion broke out. It was announced that La La
Land had not won the Best Picture Oscar, but instead
Moonlight was the winner. The cast and crew of La La

BEST PICTURE
Land congratulated Moonlight and took their sudden
defeat with pride. On Moonlight’s way up to the stage
both Beatty and Kimmel apologized and cracked
jokes about the situation.
After the event it was proven that Beatty had
the wrong envelope. Not the Best Picture result but
the Best Leading Actress result. In his confusion he
checked with Dunaway, and she announced what the
envelope read.
A fantastic Academy Award ceremony with one
of the biggest moments in Oscar history ended the
award season. Many fantastic films were honored at
this ceremony, and there were many disappointments
as well as surprises when it came to the award-winners. It’s safe to say that these were probably the most
exciting Oscars to date.

